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IT: = als on mann was 
EEE A preach'd at our com- 
mon Weekly Lecture, a 
and is now made pub- 4 
lick at the RequeSt of 
the Auditors. It was 
compos'd without any Deſign of _ ſending 
it to the Preſi : But having Hopes that 
it may tend to ſatisfy the Doubts of 
ſome ſincere Chriſtians, and promote 
| Piety, and Dewvotedn ſs to the Service 
f GOD, among thoſe that are Toung, 
f have conſented to the publiſhing it. 
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The Prtrac E. 


Theſe, I can appeal o G0 D, are ibe 
Ends which 1 bade in View. Which 
if they are, by the Bleſſing of GOD, 
anſwer'd, or in any Meaſure obrain d, I 
deſire to aſcribe all the Glory and Praiſe 
to Him: 


A 
LE | 
? : 


SERMON, Ge. 


TG TI REY CCRT | 


L CHRON. xxviil. 9. 


AN D thor, Solomon, my Sau, know thou the 
God of thy Father, and ſerve him with a 
erfet Heart, and with a willing Mind : 
For the Lord ſearcheth all Hearts, and 
underſtandeth all the Imaginations of the 
\ Thoughts. If thou ſeek him, he will be 


found of thee; but if thou forſake him, 
he will cal thee of for ever. 
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NIE w | Hesz Words contain David's 
a Sl Dying Charge to his Son, who® 
was to ſucceed him in the 
WON Throne, and was appointed to 

build the Temple of the Lord. 

in this Chapter we read, that David aſſem- 
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L161 * 
bles all the Princes of Jrael, and declares to 
them, that the Crown was intail'd by God 
upon his Son Solomon, and that he was to 
build the Houſe of the Lord. He, having 
ſerv'd his Generation according to the Will 
of God, finding that Death was approaching, 
leaves a very affecting Exhortation with his 


People to make Religion their Buſineſs ; as at 


the 8th Verſe. Eſpecially he in a very pathe- 
tick manner addreſſes himſelf to his Son in 


the Words of the Text, Thou, Solomon, * 
Son, Oc. 


In ſpeaking to the Words I ſhall do theſs 


Three Things: 


I. Conſider what this Charge implys and 
carries in it, Rim thou the God of 
thy Father, 


II. How we muſt ſerve God, in order to 
be accepted of him; or the Qualifica- 
| tions of that Service and Obcdien 0 
% which God demands. | 


III. I will give the Reaſons, ſhewing the 
Neceſſity of our thus ſerving God. 


IV. And 
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IV. And ally Wi, with ſome pra- 
Qical Inferences. 


I. What is imply'd in this Charge, Kypow 
thou the God of thy Father. Tis not to 
be queſtion'd but that David had inſtru- 
Red his Son in the Knowledge of the True 
God and his Law ; he had given him a Re- 
ligious Education. What then is ſignified by 
- theſe Words? And I apprehend they imply 
the following Things: 1. That he ſhould la- 
bour to grow in the Knowledge of God, 
a. That he, ſhould cultivate Acquaintance 
with God. 3. That he ſhould acknowledge 
none but the True God of Iſrael as the 
Object of his Worſhip. 4. That he ſhould 
reflect upon the Mercies of God to him, 
whereby he had abundantly anſwer'd that 
Title of being a God to him. 

1. Hereby he enjoins him to grow in the 
Knowledge of God. Hoſea vi. 3. Then ſhall 
we know, if we follow on to know the Lord. 
Thoſe who uſe their beſt Endeavours, ſuch as 
_ earneſt and humble Prayer and humble Inqui- 
ry, ſhall know ſo much of God and his Will 
as is neceſſary to their Happineſs. If thou 
vent after Knowledge, and liftefl up thy 


Voice 


Voice for OR 7 thou fetkett . 
as Silver, and ſearchet for her as for bid 
Treaſures, then, upon uſing ſuch Endeavours, 
Promiſe runs, thou ſhalt underſtand the Fear 
of the Lord, and find the Knowledge of God, 
Prov. ii. 3, 4, 5. Thus the Apoſtle prays 
for the Coloſſians, that they might e, 71 
the Knowledge of God. But, : 
2. Know God; that is, Cultivate and main- 
tain Acquaintance with him. Reſt not in 
a ſpeculative Knowledge, but kzow him ſo as 
to love him above all, to fear offending him. | 
Know what God is in himfelf, what he is to 
his People. He is all- ſufficient for his own 
and all his Creatures Happineſs: He is the 
Chief Good, a Being of infinite Perfections 
Know God, and endeavour to reſemble him 
in all bis moral perfect ions of Holineſs, Ju- 
ſtice, Truth. Tis in a Conformity to him, 
as to theſe his imitable Perfect ions, that the 
Dignity of the Human Nature does conſiſt. 
Know God ſo as to walk in co aſtant Commu- 
nion with him, and as one under bis Eye; 
don't alienate or eſtrange thyfelf from him. 
There is no Joy in the World comparable 
with that which the holy Soul has who &5 


knows, and acquaints himſelf with 
Twas 


[9] 
Twas excellent Advice which Eliphas gave 
Job, in Chap. xxii. of that Book, Ver. 21. 

3. He may be underſtood as recommending 
to him the God of Iſrael as the only Object 
of Religious Worſhip : Know God, and ac- 
know ledge no other but him. Let tha God 
whom I have made the only Object of my 
Worſhip and Service be in the ſame manner 
acknowledg'd and ſerv'd by thee. This he 
might hint to him as a Preſervative from Ido. 
latry; for in vain do any profeſs to know God, 
if they do not glorify him as God. The Apo- 
ſtle takes Notice of the Folly of the Gen- 
. World in this reſpect, Romans i. 21, 22, 

He had been faying before, that the 
Von of Creation did afford ſuch a clear Dif. 
covery of the Being of God, that the Hea- 
thens were without Excuſe that they did not 
make the Great Creator the only Object of 
their Worſhip ; but, when they kzew God, or 
might have known him, had they attended to 
the Demonſtration of his Being from the 
Works of Creation, yet they glorify'd him 
nat a God, but fell into the Worſhip of ma- 
ny Falſe Deities. Now, conſidering os prone 
the Jews were to Idolatry, which David ve- 
Ty well knew, I cannot think but that he in- 


B tends 


2 
tends this in his Charge. But here is one 
Thing more imply d 1 in this Raines, and 
that is, 
4. That he ſhould reflect upon hy Mercy 
of God towards him, whereby lie had every 
Way anſwer'd that Title of being a God to 
him. Kzow the God of thy Father: Call to 
Mind the many remarkable Providences in my - 
Favour, how he hath honour'd me by advan- 
cing me to the Kingdom : Conſider in how 
many Difficulties God hath preſerved me, 
and, gr eli is the greateſt: Happineſs, hath 
taken me into Covenant with himſelf, which 
he expreſſes was all his Salyation, and all bis 
Deſire, II. Sam. xxiii. 5. Know thou this my 
God, who hath been ſo good and gracious. to 
me, who hath honour'd me by taking me in- 
to Covenant with himſelf, and into which 
thou haſt been enter'd : Know and ſerve thy 
God, thy Father's God. 
| ' 

II. I now procced to the ſecond Thing, to 
ſhew the Qualifications of that Service which 
God requires. Tis of the laſt Importance that 
we regard the Manner how we ſerve God. 
"Tis the Deſire of every ſincere Perſon to be 
appr oved of the Lord. David theretore men- 
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tions theſe Qualifications of Obedience, which 
would not fail of rendering it acceptable. 
Serve him with a perfect Heart and a willing 
Mind. Here let me conſider what we are to 


underſtand by 4 perfect Heart. 


1. Hereby is meant a Heart devoid of all 
allowed Guile and Hypocriſy. Sincerity is ac- | 


cepted inſtead of Perfection. Tho' we ſhall 
not be able, while in this Life, to ſerve God 

without any Flaws or Defects, yet we may 
chooſe whether we will propoſe right or falſe 
Ends to ourſelves in Religion. For Inſtance : 
He who chiefly eyes the approving himſelf to 
his Fellow-Creatures, the gaining their Eſteem 


and Applauſe, or the Advancement of a ſecu- 


lar Intereſt, can never be ſaid to ſerve God 
with a perfect Heart; for tis not the leaſt of 
his Care whether God be pleas'd with what he 
does or no. But, o nthe other hand, he is ſin- 
cere, and in a Scripture Senſe perfect, who in 
his obeying the Will of God, principally re- 
gards him, and whoſe Deſire and Endeavour 
*ris to approve himſelf to God; who aims at 
the Promotion of God's Glory, and of his 
own Eternal Welfare and Happineſs. If a 


Profeſſion of Religion be taken up, and main- 
B 2 tain d 


+ pompous their Devotion 
of the World, their H 


[ 12 ] 

tain'd, only out of Cuſtom, becauſe tis ſcan- 
dalous to do otherwiſe, or for the accompliſh 
ing ſome worldly carnal Ends in View; this is 
not ſerving God with a perfect Heart. To 
outward Appearance, who were more zealous 


were full of 
Covetouſneſs, Ambition, and Hypocriſy ; for 
they did all to be ſeen of Men, as Chriſt, the 
Searcher of Hearts, tells *em4 and for this Rea» 
fon he compares *em to Sepulchres, fair with. 


out, but within full of Rotteneſs. Theſe lo 


and render'd em 
Way, I would 
es of 
urſclves 


baſe Ends ſpoil'd their Duti 
nauſeous to God. Here, by t 
obſerve, for the ſatisfying the Sc 
ſincere Perſons, That the propoſing to 0 


the Hopes of the Reward promiſed in another 


Life is no Argument that they want this per- 
fect Heart. Some are apt to doubt whether 
they are ſincere, becauſe they find themſelves 
influenced by the Hope of the Reward pro. 
mis d. This they fear is a mercenary Princi- 
ple, and an Evidence of Hypocriſy. But in 
Anſwer, God is the Rewarder of them that di- 
ligently ſeek him, Heb. xi 6. And he hath pro- 
pounded in his Word Eternal Life and Bleſſed- 

neſs ; 


[ 13 ) 

ncſs ; and therefore we cannot do amiſs in ro- 
garding it. Certainly your God, who hath 
promiſed eternal Rewards to his faithful Ser- 
vants, deſign'd that theſe ſhould ſway and in- 
fluence them with glorious Hopes of obtain- 
ing em. To ſerve God therefore in Hope of 
future Bliſs is ſuch a Service as he requires, and 
will graciouſly accept; for he hath in infinite 
Mercy annex'd the great Reward 1n a future 
Life, to counterballance all the Difficulties we 
might meet with in the Courſe of our Duty. 
Let us therefore eye the Crown of Glory, me- 
ditate upon the Glories treaſured up for the 
faithful Servants of God, that we may be in- 
ſpir'd | with earneſt Deſires and Endeavours of 
attaining them, that we may be zealous, con- 
ſtant, and perſevering, in. the Service of our 
moſt gracious and bountiful Lord. 

Indeed, there are ſome Caſes, into which 
the People of God may be brought, 1n which, 
without a Proſpect of Happineſs in a future 
Life, *tis hard to tell what ſhould determine 
*m for the Service of God; as in the Caſe of. 
Moſes. He refus'd the Honours of Pharoats 
Court, chooſing rather to ſuffer Affliction with 
the People of God than to enjoy the Pleaſures of, 
Sin for « a Seafuit ; and We arc told he had an 

9 C 
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Bye, in this his C hoice, to the Recompence of 
Reward, Heb. xi. 24, 25; 26. Twas in 
Hope of the Promiſe that the Twelve Tribes 
inſtantly ſerved God Day and Night, Acts xxvi. 
6, 7. Let no ſincere Soul therefore doubt on 
this Account, but encourage himſelf with the 
Hope of Eternal Life, which God, that can- 
not lie, hath promiſed. This is ſuch Self- 
ſeeking which is very conſiſtent with a perfect 
Heart. But they who, while they pretend to 
ſerve God, do mainly regard the advancing a 
temporal Intereſt, are deſtitute of Sincerity ; 
for ſuch will continue their Profeſſion no lon- 
ger than they can obtain their wicked Ends by 
the Service of God. While this befriends their 
carnal Deſigns, they are all of the Side of Re- 
ligion; but when the Service of God claſhes 
with the Intereſt of the Fleſh, they ſoon ſhew 

what it was they chiefly regarded. But, 
2. Serve God with a perfect Heart; that is, 
conſtantly and univerſally. Don't diſpenſe 
with any of his ſacred Precepts. We are not 
left at Liberty to chooſe what Command we 
will obſerve, which we will not : The Com- 
mand of God muſt awe us iato an univerſal 
Obedience. No Change of Times, Conditi- 
ons, or Relations, can juſtify a Breach or Vio- 
lation 


o 
as] 

lation of any one of God's Precepts. He can- 

not be ſaid thus to ſerve God who divides his 

Heart and Time, ſometimes ſeems very de- 
vout, *till a Temptation offers, and then the 
Man is overcome, and becomes a Servant of 
Sin. You have a remarkable Inſtance in Ama- 
Siah, II. Ningi, 3iv. 3. where we read he did 
that which was right in the Sight of the Lora, 
yet not like David bis Father. He did that 
which was in ſome reſpeQs acceptable to God; 
but it was but for a Time; for he afterwards 
fell into Idolatry: And therefore he is ſaid to 
doi what Twas right in the Sight of the Lord, 
but not with a perſec: Heart; fee II. Chron. 
xxV. 2. If we would thus ſerve God, we 
mult adhere to him and his Precepts amidſt all 
Temptations to Apoſtacy. Tis not ſufficient 
to begix well, but we mult perſevere. Be tha 
faithful to the Death, and I will give thet 4 
Crown of Life, Rev. ii. 10. We mutt, ſerve 
him with a Principle of Faith, Sincerity, and 
Reſolution, and that to the End of our Days. 


All the Powers of our Souls, and the Mem- 
bers of our Bodies, muſt be imploy'd in his 
Service. But here we are not to think that 
Gad requires us to be ſo wholly devoted to his 
Service, as never to think, act, or do, any 


Thing 
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[ 16 ] 
Thing eiſe. Tho? we muſt never commit a 
known wilful Sin, or omit any Duty, yet God 
hath made it our Duty, whilſt in this World, 
to mind the Affairs of this Liſe alſo, which 


will neceſſarily call for Time and Thought. 


But this mult be always in Subordination to 
higher and infinitely better Things. This it's 
plain, a Perſon may do, and yet ſerve God 
with a perfect Heart; for David here charges 
his Son thus to do. Tho” he was to be ad- 
vanced to the Kingdom, which high Station 
would neceſſarily call for much Thought and 
Time, (which ſhews that the Heart may be 
true for God and Duty, tho* there may be ma- 
ny Avocations) our chief Care muſt be this, 
that, whilſt we mingle with the Thiags of 
this Life, we don't grow into an Alienation 
from the Divine Life, or neglect any Part 
of our Duty to God. But, | 
3. God muſt be ſervꝰd not only with a fer- | 
ſret Fleart but with a willing Mind, with 
Chearfulneſs, with a Soul inflam'd and inſpir'd 
with the Love of God. This inward Princi- 
ple will make all the Commandments eaſy and 
' pleafant. When St. John tells us, that God's 
' Commandments are not grievous, I. Joh. v. 3. 


he manifeſtly ſpeaks of ſuch as are born again, 
and 


17 1 
and whoſe. Souls X touch'd with this ſagred 
Fire of Love to God. This is the Fountain, 
of Delight, whea the natural Averſion of. our. 
Minds to the pure and holy Laws of God is 
conquer d and ſubdued. When, by his Grace: 
2 Power, we are made willing, how plea 
antly do we walk in the Ways of his Precepts, 
and do his Will, in ſome meaſure as tis done 
by the en Angels, who wait God's Com- 
mands, T execute them with the utmoſt A- 
lacrity. This Affection is the Parent of an 
hearty and univerſal Obedience. He that loves. 
God, above all will be. carcful to. do what he 
knows. is acceptable. to him, and cautiouſly; a- 
void what he has Reaſon to think will, expoſay 


of God reigns in the Heart, your Srving him 
wil be but following the Bent of your Souls; 
and certainly tis not ungrateful to be imploy d. 
as we would and deſire to be. Such d do not o- 
bey the Will of God from a Principle of fas: 


viſh Fear, which produces only a pa rtial and. 
forc'd Obedieace, 1 with the ſandtified Afr, 
fetions of Love, Joy, and fra] Fear, which, 
make them uſe the quickeſt Diſpatch in. the; 
Service of God: I will run the Ways of thy 
C ommandments , when thou halt enlarge ny 

E Heart, 


* 
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Heart, Pſa. cxix. 32. Thus 1 have endea- 
# vour'd to explain the Qualifications of that O- 
þ bedience, which will not fail of procuring Ac- 
* ceptance with God. I proceed to the Third 
Thing, TY 
II. To ſhew the Reaſons why God muſt 
8 be thus ſerv'd. And here I ſhwll chiefly inſiſt 
on thoſe Two Reaſons David offers in the 
Words! 1. Becauſe God ſearcheth all Hearts: 
| 2. If we thus ſeek and ſerve him, he will be 


ina of us; if we do not, it will be infinitely 
to our Prejudice and Diſadvantage. 
— God is the Searcher of all Hearts: He is 
upon 


7 


rfectly acquainted with the Principles 
which we Ut: He diſregards all Services, how- 
ever ſpecions they look to the Eye of the 
World, if the Heart be wanting. His Lays 
| reach to the very Intentions of our Spir 
. and enjoin the ſtricteſt Purity of Heart and 
Life. He knows all the Imaginations of our 
| Thoughts, and cannot be impos'd upon or de- 
- * etly'd by any external Shews of Devotion. IF 
there be. any allowed Guile and Hypocriſy 
within, it may be skreen'd from our fellow 
ls Mortals, but not from his all-ſearching Eyes. 
j This is the Reaſon David here aſſigns; and *Þ * 
tis « moſt powerful one, if it be duly thought » 


| 
| 4 on. 
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on. A becoming Appreefion of God Om. 


niſcience 2 prevent many Excurſions. of 
our Th in his Service, and make us 
attend to KN One Thing, viz. the approving 
ourſelves to him: It would ſhew us the Fol- 
ly and Danger of carrying on a Profeſſion of 
Religion from Worldly Views. If we engage 
in the Service of God, either we de- 
ſire and deſign to approve ourſelves to 
and pleaſe him, or we do not. If we deſign 
the former, *tis abſolutely neceſſary that we 

regard the Frame of our Souls: For nothing 
but Truth in the inward Parts can recommend 
us to his Favour. Human Government can 
only preſckibe Rules for our outward Actions; 
and it would he a vain Thing for one Man to 
pretend to puniſh another for ſinful Thoughts: 
For tis God's Prerogative alone to ſearch the 
Heart, Jer. xvii. 10. 


2. Far your Encouragement, if you thus 
ſeek and ſerve him, he will be found of you, 
Pſa. cxix. 2. What he here recommends to 
his: Son, he had praiſed himſelf, as at the 
roth Voice With my whole Heart have I fought 
thee; and he could teſtify from his own Expe- 
rience that God was found of him. He fought 
God in his Ordinances, and had Experience of 

C 2 his 
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his Preſetice : So that theſe were cndear'd to 
him às the appointed Means of Converſing + 
With. God. For which Reaſon, When he was 
| banifhd from the Temple, he expreſſes his 
longing Deſire of appearing before God, Bf. 
Alli. 1, 2. And when he could not make his 
Per ſonal Appearance in the Nouſe of God, yet 
his Soul follows hard after him; and he found 
that God's Right Hand upheld him, Pla. lxiii. 
8. "Upholding ſupporting Grace God never 


denies to his Servants that ſeek it. The Pro- 


miſe is, They thut (cek me early ſhall find me, 
Prov. viii. 17. Thus David aſſures his Son, 
tlat God would be found of him, and eſeablihh 
his Throne, ſo long as he ſhould continue adhe- 
ring to him. Then, by Way of Terror, he 
lets him know, If he ſhould forſake God, and 
degenerate to the Worſhip of Idols, he would 
caſt him off for ever. Thus Azaeriah tells King 
Aſa, II Chron. xv. 2. Tine Lord is with jou, 
wile ye be with him, but if ye forſake bim, 
he will forſake you Solomon might i imagine 
that God's Promiſe of ' eſtabliſhing the Throne 
in his Father's Family might ſecure him f. om 
all Danger; but he carefully obviates ſuch a 
Conſtruction, telling him that the Promiſe was 
conditional, if thor forſaket? him, he will re 

jet 
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jecs thee. Think not, therefore, that when 
I am dead and gone, thou mayeſt live as thou 
pleaſeſt, as being no longer under my Re- 
ſtraints. If thou light or prophane the Ser- 

* vice o God, and catteſt off his Fear, he alſo 
will abandon thee. And this God himſelf af 
fares Solomon, when upon the Throne, in 
H. Chro. vii. 17. to the End: Where he pro- 
miſes to perpetuate the Kingdom to him, if he 
perſeverd-in his Duty, and imitated the Ex- 
ample of his Father David; he ſets before him 
a Curſe as well hs a Bleſſing; he threatens him, 
if he ſhould turn away from and forſake his 0 
Statutes, ſhould:go and ſerve other Gods, that | | 
he would deſtroy bath Church and State; he * 
would pluck them up by the Roots, and the | 
Houſe that was built for his Name he woul | 
utterly demolifh ; fo that it fhould be a Pro- 

verb, and a By-Word among the Nations; fo 
that if any ſhould ask, Why hath God brought 
all this Evil upon them? the Anſwer ſhould 

be, Becauſe they forſeok the Lord God of their 

. Fathers, laid hold on other Gods, and "worſhip- 
ped them, Theſe are the Arguments which 
he makes uſe of ito fix his Son in the Service 

oi God: To which I Would ſubjoin Two or 

Three Arguments more, ſhcwing the Neceſſi- | 


” 4 ty 
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ty of ſerving God with a perfect Heart, and 
as the Command of God. "Walk before me, 
and be thou perfect, Gen. xvii. 1. Joſe xxiv. 14. 


So in the New Teſtament we are enjoin'd to 


be fervent in Spirit, ſerving the Lord Rom. 
xii. 21. Then you have the beſt Examples 
worthy your Imitation. This was Janas Re- 
ſolution, As for me and my Houſe, we will ſerve 
the Lord. Thus St. Paul ſerv'd God with all 
Humility of Mind; and he could appeal to him, 
God is my Witneſs, whom I ſerve with my Spi- 


rit. And then you have the Promiſe of an e- 
ternal Recompence of Reward which God 


hath, in infinite Mercy, propos'd to encourage 
us with the Proſpect of, to make us conſtant 
and perſevering in his Service, 
Thus J have ſpoken to the Three Things I 
ropos'd. All that remains now is to gather 
ſomewhat by Way of Inference from what 
has been faid. 

Firfi, Hence I infer, that the Knowledge of 
God is the Foundation of all Religion. Igno- 
rance is the Mother. of Superſtition and fiery 
Zeal ; but the Knowledge of God, and of his 


Nature as Spiritual, is the Parent of a reaſon- 


Here we ſee what 
are of Parents, namely 


able and ſpiritual Serv 
ſhould be the great 
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to inſtruct their Children betimes in the Know - 


ledge df God, and of the Principles of Reli- 
ion. They! cruel Parents, whatever Love 


gf, may — who only out of Cu- 
ſtom, and as a Matter of Ceremony, dedicate 

their Children to God in Infancy, and take no 

Care of them afterwards, when they came to 
the Uſe of Reaſon, and are capable of Inſtru. 
Gion. How may we ſuppoſe ſuch Children 
as are loſt and gero for Lack of Know- I 
; ledge, will in the moſt obraiding manner 
urge their Miſery upon their negligent Pa- *F 
[ rents? g 
FF Secondly, Hence we may gather how dread- 
ful the Miſery of ſuch will be who have had a 


Religious Education, and been frequently in- 
[ ſtructed, warned, and directed, and yet ſlight 
a and contemn all. Thoſe Parents who have a- 
a ny Concern for the eternal Welfare of their F 
Children, will not fail of uſing all proper 8 
f Means to promote it. They will ſeek God 
* for em frequently, that his Grace way take 
bl the Poſſefliow of their Hearts. And *tis ob- 
is | Afervable that David not only charges his Son 
”- | to ſerve God with a perfect Heart, bur he 


* makes this the Matter of his Petition to God 
ly * for him, I. Chrox. xxix. 19. And it, after all 
0 their 
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C lighting fuch wiſe Inſtructious, ſo many re. 


been 

their beſt Endeavours, ſuch find their Children 
unhappily engaged in a Courſe of Sin and 
Death, none can conceive wit Grief this 
gives to ſuch as are 0 


itouſly concern'd for 
the Happineſs of thoſe that proceed from their 
own Bowels. However, this may tend not a 
little to eaſe their Minds, if they have not 
been Wanting in their Care and Fndeavours, 
the Blood and Damnation of their Children 
cannot be charg'd upon them. But of all o- 
thers, the Miſery of ſuch as periſh wilfully ſuor 


peated Warnings will be moſt dreadful. I 


' ſuch forſake God, they will be caſt off for ever 


frrom him, and they will be able to charge 
their Deſtruction upon none but upon them- 
ſelves. For, if it be a very conſiderable Bleſs 
fing to deſcend from pious Parents, as all 
who have any Concera for their Souls will ac- 


knowlcdge, and bleſs God for, it muſt be a 


proportionable Addition to the Guilt of Sin to 
run counter to ſuch Counſels, and reject all 
Reproofs, and Warnings of the dane en 
Conſequences of Sin. 


" Thirdly, Hence we may gather the Neceſſi-. 


ty and Advantages of an early Piety. If ever 
it be neceſſary at al to engage in the Ways of 
Godlinefs, 
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. Godlineſs, why got in Youth ? For don't we 
ſee daily how many are cut off hy Death in 
the Morning of their Age? ?Tis obſervable, 
that when David gave this Charge to his Son, 


he was Young and Tender, as it follows in the 


Iſt Verſe of the next Chapter. Beſides, how 


acceptable is this to God, when ſuch make 


choice of him as the Guide of their Youth, 
when they chooſe his Teſtimonies, as the Rule 
of their Actions, Ectieſi. xii. 1. Jerem. xxii. 
2. In this Age, you hive ſuch Advantages for 
Holineſs, as you will never have more, for now 
the Mind is flexible, and more likely to receive 
Divine Impreſſions. When Habits of Sin and 


Vice are confirtn'd by repeated Acts, tis with 


very great Difficulty they are conquer d. The 
Motives to Religion are the fame; but will 
have more or leſs Effect according to your Pre. 


poſſeſſion in favour of your Luſts. Now tis cer- 


that the Prepoſſeſſion is nothing ſo ſtrong in 
Vouth as *tis in advanc'd Age: If you are 
willing now to commence the Servants of the 
moſt high God; you will be much more hereaf- 
ter: If you own tis neceſſary one Fime or o- 
ther before Death, that you devote yourſelves 
to the Practice of Religion, certainly. the Pre. 
ſent Time hath ſuch Advantages, as the Future 
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cannot have: For you fin againſt preſent Con- 
victions, and fo contract ſuch a Hardneſs of 


Heart, and ſuch a Love of Sin, as we very rare- 
ly find to be conquer'd and rooted out in Age. 

Beſides, you owe your belt Strength to God 
who gave you your Being, and is your continu- 
al Preſerver and Benefactor. Moreover, con- 


ſider with what Serenity of Mind you will be 


able to reflect upon your paſt Lives, when you 
come to Old Age, and in View of Death. What 
Satisfaction and Comfort will this afford you, 
to confider how early you devoted yourſelves 
to God and his Fear; how by your Reſolution 
aided by his Grace, you ſubdu'd impetuous 
Luſts and Paſhons, which occaſion'd the De- 
ſtruction of ſo many Thouſands. So that they 


LY 


who ſet out betimes in the Way of Holineſs, - 


do hereby ſecure their main Intereſt. If they die 
in Youth, they die in the Favour of God; if they 
live to Old Age, they are not fill'd with melan- 
choly Reflections upon a conſiderable Part of a 
miſpent Life, which they muſt be who make 
a wretched Choice in that Age. Such, in Com- 
pariſon with others, that have unhappily en- 
gag'd in Courſes of Sin, may be faid to need 
no Repentance ; that is, they need not alter 
the Courſe of their Lives. And add alſo, This 


is 


* 
* 


N 
is the moſt effectual Courſe to attain Aſſu- : 
rance of the Love of God, and of your eter- 
nal Salvation. *Tis the Foundation of a com- 
fortable Life, and in View of Death will fill 
your Souls with joyful Proſpects, and diſarm it 
of its Sting. If you can appeal to God as He- 
zekiah, when he yas told by the Proph - 
ſhould die and not live, II. Kzngs xx. 3. 
ſeech thee, O Lord, remember how I have 3 
led before thee in Truth, and with a perfect 
Heart. 

Laſtly, By what hath been faid, every Per- 
ſon may form a Judgment; whether he be appro. 
ved of God or no. To know this, (which one 
would think ſhould be the moſt anxious In- 
quiry of every Soul) you had need only exa- 
mine yourſelves, whether in your ſerving God 
you have been influenced by his All-feeing 
Eye, whether you have made it your chief 
Care to pleaſe him. Have I worſhipped God 
with that Purity of Heart, that Perfection, or 
Sincerity of Intention, which he requires? Or 
have I been govern'd by ſiniſter Views? Eve- 
ry Perſon, upon impartial Examination, may 


eſtimate by this what will be his Sentence an- 


other Day. This may juſtly be Matter of Ter- 


rour to all Hypocrites, who deal deceitfully 
D:2- with 
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pos Religion a Cloak for their ſecret Triquj- q | 
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ties. The Time draws on, ſuch mult tive: : 2, 
all their latent baſe Ends exposd and Kg | W 
Pens. Such, as our Lord. expreſſes it, bl M. 


ceive. the greater Damnation. This, on Wes 3 
therthand, may give Comfort and Joy.t o the... - 7 
ſincere, Servants of God. In that. Day ey. b 
will be ow d and acknowledg'd before Angels: 4 

and Men. For 'tis Purityyof Heart, Truth i in | 7 : 
the inward Parts, that in God's Account adds VN 
a Value to all our Religious Actions. The Ho- * 
lineſs of your Aims, the Sancticy of your In- "+. 


tentions, is now hid from the World, and on- 


— ; 


AF ly knowa to God and your own Conſciences 
\ HR but in that important and awful Day you al 4 
1 be publickly applauded and hohour'd, and is 4 
| . the good and faithful Servants of God, ſhalt 
| "NB be d into the e your Lord, ES. 
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